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2023 Accomplishments!

The 2023 season was a year of well-rounded accomplishments!
From invasive species inventory to management to outreach,
WRISC was busy working towards our long term goals and overall
mission!

Some highlights include our ramped up invasive species inventory
efforts on properties adjacent to State and Federal lands. This will
help establish up-to-date information about invasives in the area
& guide management efforts to help protect our public forest
lands! WRISC also continued management efforts for variety of
invasives, and put a lot of effort towards Wild Parsnip in particular.

Ever a priority, WRISC hosted a variety of events and connected
with many people! Many of these events were directed towards
youth & recreationists with a focus on preventing the spread of
invasive species in the places we play and want to protect!
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Round LeaF Bittersweet: Leaves can be highly variable in shape and come to a point (left), Berries are red with bright

yellow Fruit capsules that remain on throughout the winter (right)
Recognizing Local Populations of Round-leaF Bittersweet

During the past season WRISC has been on the look out for an invasive species known as Round-
leaf Bittersweet. Currently this is an early detection species & we are focused on determining the
extent of its infestations. Round-leaf Bittersweet is native to Ching, Koreq, & Japan, & was
originally introduced to North America in the 1860's. It gained increased popularity in the 1900's
as an ornamental, promoted for its hardiness & showy fruit.

This woody vine climbs trees & support structures, reaching lengths of more than 60 feet. Vines
girdle & smother trees & shrubs as they grow. Round-leaf Bittersweet spreads rapidly by seeds &
rhizomes & entire plant communities may be quickly overwhelmed by this invasive.

If you have seen Round-leaf Bittersweet, please report it to WRISC!
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WRISC staff conducting management activities on Japanese Knotweed infestation.

Start-up On a Cost Share Program

Thanks to funding from WE Energies’ Mitigation and Enhancement Fund (MEF), WRISC has been
able to establish an invasive species re-treatment cost-share program for private landowners!
Invasive species management can often take several years, while unfortunately grant funding
typically only covers two years of management. This new cost-share program will allow follow-
up management to occur on any infestation of priority invasive species that have received two-
years of grant-funded treatment. Several species are covered by the program, including
invasive Phragmites, invasive Knotweeds, and Wild Parsnip.

For more information about the retreatment cost-share program, or to enroll in the program,
visit our welbsite at www.wrisc.org/cost—share

WRISC is Hiring!

We have several open positions for our seasonal
Strike Team Crew for 2024. Think you have what it
takes to join our hardworking team? Apply today!

Applications are due March 15th, 2024!

WRISC Strike Team managing Purple Loosestrife on WWW.Wrisc.org /jOb—OpeningS
Michigamme River.




On the Lookout in 2024

This fall, WRISC finalized our updated Priority Invasive Species List! The
list includes our “Top 5s” for several categories, including terrestrial,
aquatic, and early detection for both. Our crews will be on the lookout
for these species (and more) in 2024!

Check out the quick list of these priority species in the graphics to the
left, or visit our website for detailed species profiles on each priority

invasive species listed, as well as our entire prioritization list!

www.wrisc.org/priority-invasive-species
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